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Description of Measures

Scale/
Assessment

Characteristics

Target Groups

Psychometrics

Developer

Multi-part measure assessing
experiences with bullying
victimization, perpetration,
witnessing, and attitudes
toward bullying.

Youth 10–18 years old

Cronbach’s alpha:

Swearer & Carey, 2003;
Swearer, Turner, Givens, &
Pollack, 2008

D2. Cyberbullying and
Online Aggression
Survey

52-item measure with
2 subscales to measure
cyberbullying victimization,
perpetration, and bystander
experiences.

Youth 12–17 years old

D3. Cyber-Harassment
Student Survey

15-item measure assessing
the respondents’ awareness
of cyber-harassment and
their experience with cyberharassment as both the victim
and perpetrator. The measure
also assesses the emotional/
behavioral impact of being
cyber-harassed.

Youth 12–15 years old

D4. Exposure to
Violence and
Violent Behavior
Checklist

135-item measure assessing
violence perpetration,
victimization, and witnessing
in one’s home, school, and
neighborhood

D5. Gay, Lesbian, Straight,
Education Network
(GLSEN) National School
Climate Survey

D6. Participant Role
Questionnaire

D1. Bully Survey

Physical bullying = 0.79
Verbal bullying = 0.85

Cronbach’s alpha:
Victimization scale = 0.74
Offending scale = 0.76

Patchin & Hinduja, 2006;
Hinduja & Patchin, 2009
© 2009 Sage Publications

Cronbach’s alpha:
emotional and behavioral
impact = 0.88

Beran & Li, 2005

Youth 8–12 years old

Evidence of content validity

Nadel, Spellman,
Alvarez-Canino,
Lausell-Bryant, &
Landsberg, 1996

68-item measure assessing
awareness of homophobic
verbal bullying and
experience with verbal and
physical in-school harassment
and assault.

Youth 10–18 years old

Cronbach’s alpha: 0.70 to 0.90

Kosciw & Diaz, 2006

15-item measure with 5
subscales assessing the
frequency of bullying
perpetration, bullying
assistance, reinforcement,
defending, and bystander
experiences.

Youth 7–10 years old

Outsider scale = 0.88

© 1996 John Wiley &
Sons Inc.

D7. Peer Estimated Conflict
Behavior Inventory

A peer nomination–based
measure assessing 7 constructs: physical aggression,
verbal aggression, indirect
aggression, constructive
conflict resolution, third-party
intervention, withdrawal, and
victimization.

Youth 8–15 years old

Evidence of content validity

Österman et al., 1997

D8. Student School Survey

70-item measure assessing
the frequency of bully
perpetration, victimization,
and bystander behavior.
Other subscales include social
cohesion and trust, perceived
peer support, self-esteem,
bully-related attitudes, and
informal social control.

Youth 10–17 years old

Cronbach’s alpha:

Williams & Guerra, 2007

© Baywood Publishing
Co., Inc.

Evidence of criterion validity

Cronbach’s alpha:
Bully scale = 0.93
Assistant scale = 0.95

Salmivalli, Lagerspetz,
Bjorkqvist, Osterman,
& Kaukiainen, 1996;
Salmivalli & Voeten, 2004

Reinforcer scale = 0.90
Defender scale = 0.89

Bully perpetration = 0.73
Moral approval of bullying
= 0.93
Social cohesion and trust = 0.84
Perceived peer support = 0.79

© 2007 The Colorado
Trust

The Bully Survey – Student Version (BYS-S)
This project is being undertaken by researchers at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and Creighton Prep.
Participation in this survey is voluntary and you may stop any time you desire.
Instructions:
In this survey you will be asked to respond to questions and statements about “bullies” and “bullying.”
Bullying happens when someone hurts or scares another person on purpose and the person
being bullied has a hard time defending himself or herself. Usually, bullying happens over and
over. Examples include the following:
• Punching, shoving, and other acts that hurt people physically
• Spreading bad rumors about people
• Keeping certain people out of a “group”
• Teasing people in a mean way
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• Getting certain people to “gang up” on others
There are four parts to this survey: (A) When you were bullied by others, (B) When you saw other students
getting bullied, (C) When you were a bully, and (D) Your thoughts about bullying.

The Bully Survey - Part A
In this part, you will be asked about times when you were bullied.
REMEMBER: Bullying happens when someone hurts or scares another person on purpose and the person being bullied has a hard time defending himself or herself. Usually, bullying happens over and over.
• Punching, shoving, and other acts that hurt people physically
• Spreading bad rumors about people
• Keeping certain people out of a “group”
• Teasing people in a mean way
• Getting certain people to “gang up” on others
Have you been bullied this school year?
 Yes

 No

IF YES, how often have you been bullied? (Check one)
 one or more times a day,

 one or more times a week,

 one or more times a month.

If you have not been bullied this year, you may move on to Part B.
1a. Where have you been bullied? Check all the places:
 homeroom
 cafeteria
 academic class
 before school
 bus
 after school
 gym
 dances
 hallway
 sporting events
 bathroom
 online
 telephone
 text message
1b. From the list above, circle the ONE place you have been bullied the most.
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2. How did you get bullied? (Check how often this happened)
Never
happened

Rarely
happened

Sometimes
happened

Often
happened

Always
happened

a. Called me names











b. Made fun of me











c. Said they will do bad things to me











d. Played jokes on me











e. Won’t let me be a part of their group











f. Broke my things











g. Attacked me











h. Nobody would talk to me











i. Wrote bad things about me











j. Said mean things behind my back











k. Pushed or shoved me











l. Other ways you were bullied:

3. Who bullied you most often (check all that
 older boys
 younger boys
 boys in my grade
 someone who is strong
 someone who is powerful
 someone who has many friends
 other_________________________________

are true):
 older girls
 younger girls
 girls in my grade
 someone who is an adult
 someone who is popular
 someone who is smart
 someone who I didn’t know

4. How much of a problem was the bullying for you?
Never a
problem

Rarely a
problem

Sometimes
problem

Often a
problem

Always a
problem

a. Made me feel sick











b. I couldn’t make friends











c. Made me feel bad or sad











d. Made it difficult to learn at school











e. Didn’t come to school











f. I had problems with my family











g. Other:
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5a. Why do you think you were bullied? Check all that are true. Because:
 they think my face looks funny
 the church I go to
 they think I’m fat
 my parents
 they think I’m skinny
 my brother
 they think I look too old
 my sister
 they think I look too young
 my family is poor
 they think I am a wimp
 my family has a lot of money
 they think my friends are weird
 someone in my family has a disability
 I’m sick a lot
 I am too tall
 I’m disabled
 I am too short
 I get good grades
 I am in special education
 I get bad grades
 I get angry a lot
 where I live
 I cry a lot
 the clothes I wear
 I can’t get along with other people
 the color of my skin
 they say I’m gay
 the country I’m from
 the way I talk
 I am different
 other (describe) ____________________________
		
___________________________________________
5b. From the list above, circle the MAIN reason you were bullied.
6.

Did the teachers and school staff know about the bullying that happened to you?
 Yes

 No

 I don’t know

7a. How do you think your teachers and school staff took care of the bullying?
 Very well
8.

 Okay

 Bad

 I don’t know

Tell us what the teachers and school staff did to take care of the bully.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

9a. Did your parents know about the bullying that happened to you?
 Yes

 No

 I don’t know

9b. Tell us what your parents did to take care of the bullying.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
10. Were you able to defend yourself from the bullying?
 Yes

 No

Explain:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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11.

Does anyone bully you at home? (Check everyone who has bullied you)
 no one
 sister		
 friend
 father

 stepfather 		 other relative

 mother

 stepmother 		 neighbor

 brother

 grandparent		
 other:___________________________

11a. Is the bullying at home different from the bullying at school? If so, how?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Bully Survey - Part B
In this part, you will be asked about other students who have been bullied.
REMEMBER: Bullying happens when someone hurts or scares another person on purpose and the person
being bullied has a hard time defending himself or herself. Usually, bullying happens over and over.
• Punching, shoving, and other acts that hurt people physically
• Spreading bad rumors about people
• Keeping certain people out of a “group”
• Teasing people in a mean way
• Getting certain people to “gang up” on others
Did you ever see a student other than yourself who was bullied this school year?
 Yes

 No

IF YES, how often did you see this student being bullied? (Check one)
 one or more times a day,

 one or more times a week,

 one or more times a month.

If you do not know any students who have been bullied this year, you may move on to Part C.
1a. Where was the student bullied? Check all the places:
 homeroom
 cafeteria
 academic class
 before school
 bus
 after school
 gym
 dances
 hallway
 sporting events
 bathroom
 online
 telephone
 text message
1b. From the list above, circle the ONE place you saw the student bullied the most.
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Never
happened

Rarely
happened

Sometimes
happened

Often
happened

Always
happened

a. Called them names











b. Made fun of them











c. Said they will do bad things to them











d. Played jokes on them











e. Won’t let them be a part of their group











f. Broke their things











g. Attacked them











h. Nobody would talk to them











i. Wrote bad things about them











j. Said mean things behind their back











k. Pushed or shoved them











l. Other ways they were bullied:
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2. How did this student get bullied? (Check how often this happened)

3. Who bullied this student (check all that are true):
 older boys
 older girls
 younger boys
 younger girls
 boys in my grade
 girls in my grade
 someone who is strong
 someone who is an adult
 someone who is powerful
 someone who is popular
 somoene who has many friends
 someone who is smart
 other_________________________________  someone who I didn’t know
4. How did seeing the bullying affect you?
Never a
problem

Rarely a
problem

Sometimes
problem

Often a
problem

Always a
problem

a. Made me feel sick











b. I couldn’t make friends











c. Made me feel bad or sad











d. Made it difficult for me to learn











e. I didn’t come to school











f. I had problems with my family











g. Other:
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5a. Why do you think this student was bullied? (Check all that are true). Because:
 their face looks funny
 the church they go to
 they are fat
 their parents
 they are skinny
 their brother
 they look too old
 their sister
 they look too young
 their family is poor
 they are a wimp
 their family has a lot of money
 their friends are weird
 someone in their family has a disability
 they are sick a lot
 they are too tall
 they are disabled
 they are too short
 they get good grades
 they are in special education
 they get bad grades
 they get angry a lot
 where they live
 they cry a lot
 the clothes they wear
 they can’t get along with other people
 the color of their skin
 they are gay
 the country they are from
 the way they talk
 they are different
 other (describe) ____________________________
		
___________________________________________
5b. From the list above, circle the MAIN reason this student was bullied.
6.

Did the teachers and school staff know about the bullying that you saw?
 Yes

 No

 I don’t know

7a. How do you think your teachers and school staff took care of the bullying?
 Very well

 Okay

 Bad

 I don’t know

7b. Tell us what the teachers and school staff did to take care of the bullying.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
8.

Tell us what you did about the bullying.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Bully Survey - Part C
In this part, you will be asked about when you bullied other students.
REMEMBER: Bullying happens when someone hurts or scares another person on purpose and the person
being bullied has a hard time defending himself or herself. Usually, bullying happens over and over.
• Punching, shoving, and other acts that hurt people physically
• Spreading bad rumors about people
• Keeping certain people out of a “group”
• Teasing people in a mean way
• Getting certain people to “gang up” on others
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 Yes

 No

If yes, how often did you bully this person? (Check one)
 one or more times a day,

 one or more times a week,

 one or more times a month.

If you never bullied other students this year, go to Part D and answer the rest of the questions.
1a. Where did you bully him or her? Check all the places:
 homeroom
 cafeteria
 academic class
 before school
 bus
 after school
 gym
 dances
 hallway
 sporting events
 bathroom
 online
 telephone
 text message
1b. From the list above, circle the ONE place you bullied the person the most.

Section D: Bystander, Bully, and/or Victim Scales

Did you ever bully anyone this school year?

2. How did you bully this person? (Check how often this happened)
Never
happened

Rarely
happened

Sometimes
happened

Often
happened

Always
happened

a. Called them names











b. Made fun of them











c. Said they will do bad things to them











d. Played jokes on them











e. Won’t let them be a part of my group











f. Broke their things











g. Attacked them











h. Didn’t talk to them











i. Wrote bad things about them











j. Said mean things behind their back











k. Pushed or shoved them











l. Other:

3. Who did you bully? (check all that are true)
 older boys
 older girls
 younger boys
 younger girls
 boys in my grade
 girls in my grade
 someone who is weak
 someone who is an adult
 someone who has no power
 someone who is not popular
 somoene who has no friends
 someone who is dumb
 other_________________________________  someone who I didn’t know
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4. How much was this a problem for you?
Never a
problem

Rarely a
problem

Sometimes
problem

Often a
problem

Always a
problem

a. Made me feel sick











b. I couldn’t make friends











c. Made me feel bad or sad











d. Made it difficult for me to learn











e. I didn’t come to school











f. I had problems with my family











g. Other:

5a. Why did you bully this person? (Check all that are true) Because:
 their face looks funny
 the church they go to
 they are fat
 their parents
 they are skinny
 their brother
 they look too old
 their sister
 they look too young
 their family is poor
 they are a wimp
 their family has a lot of money
 their friends are weird
 someone in their family has a disability
 they are sick a lot
 they are too tall
 they are disabled
 they are too short
 they get good grades
 they are in special education
 they get bad grades
 they get angry a lot
 where they live
 they cry a lot
 the clothes I wear
 they can’t get along with other people
 the color of their skin
 they are gay
 the country they are from
 the way they talk
 they are different
 other (describe) ____________________________
		
___________________________________________
5b. From the list above, circle the MAIN reason you bullied this person.
6.

Did the teachers and school staff know about the bullying that you did?
 Yes

7.

 I don’t know

How do you think your teachers and school staff took care of the bullying?
 Very well

8.

 No

 Okay

 Bad

 I don’t know

Tell us what the teachers and school staff did to take care of the bullying.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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In this part, you will be asked about your thoughts about bullying.
1. How much do you agree with each sentence?
Totally
false

Sort of
false

Both true
and false

Sort of
true

Totally
true

a. Most people who get bullied ask for it.











b. Bullying is a problem for kids.











c. Bullies are popular.











d. I don’t like bullies.











e. I am afraid of the bullies at my school.











f. Bullying is good for wimpy kids.











g. Bullies hurt kids.











h. I would be friends with a bully.











i. I can understand why someone would
bully other kids.











j. I think bullies should be punished.











k. Bullies don’t mean to hurt anybody.











l. Bullies make kids feel bad.











m. I feel sorry for kids who are bullied.











n. Being bullied is no big deal.
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The Bully Survey - Part D

2. Is bullying a problem in your school?
 Yes
 No
3. Do you think that schools should worry about bullying?
 Yes
 No
4. Has bullying at <INSERT SCHOOL NAME> changed in the last year for you?
 Yes
 No
What do you think has caused that change?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Please write any other ideas you have about bullying and being bullied.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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5. What language is spoken in your home? _________________________________________________
6. What country is your family from? _______________________________________________________
7. Gender:  Male

 Female

8. Age:___________
9. Race:
 White
 Latino/Hispanic
 Native American
 Eastern European
 Biracial (Please specify)
__________________________________
10. Circle only your current grade:
Grade: 4
5
6
7
8

9

 Black/African American
 Asian American
 Middle Eastern
 Asian
 other ____________________________

10

11

12

11. How well do you do in your schoolwork? On your last report card, if you think
of all of your subjects, what did you get (Check one)?
 Mostly As
 As and Bs
 Mostly Bs
 Bs and Cs
 Mostly Cs
 Cs and Ds
 Mostly Ds
 Ds and lower
Scoring Instructions
Points are assigned as follows:
Never happened = 0
Rarely happened = 1
Sometimes happened = 2
Often happened = 3
Always happened = 4
To assess being bullied, use Items 2a–k in Part A.
To asses being a bystander, use items 2a–k in Part
B. To assess bullying others, use items 2a–k in Part
C. Seven items assess verbal bullying and four items
assess physical bullying. Scale scores are created by
summing item scores. The range for each scale is 0–44.
Higher scores indicate more frequent bully-related
experiences.
Although not behavioral in nature, Part D assesses
attitudes toward bullying. Items are scored on a
5-point Likert-type scale (1 = “Totally false” to 5 =
“Totally true”). In Part D, items 1b, 1e, 1g, and 1j–m
are reversed scored. The range for the scale is 12–60.
Higher scores denote more pro-bullying attitudes.
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