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491.002 Intent.—The Legislature finds that as society becomes increasingly complex, emotional 

survival is equal in importance to physical survival. Therefore, in order to preserve the health, safety, and 

welfare of the public, the Legislature must provide privileged communication for members of the public or 

those acting on their behalf to encourage needed or desired counseling, clinical and psychotherapy 

services, or certain other services of a psychological nature to be sought out. The Legislature further finds 

that, since such services assist the public primarily with emotional survival, which in turn affects physical 

and psychophysical survival, the practice of clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental 

health counseling by persons not qualified to practice such professions presents a danger to public health, 

safety, and welfare. The Legislature finds that, to further secure the health, safety, and welfare of the 

public and also to encourage professional cooperation among all qualified professionals, the Legislature 

must assist the public in making informed choices of such services by establishing minimum qualifications 

for entering into and remaining in the respective professions. 

History.—ss. 15, 19, ch. 87-252; ss. 19, 20, ch. 90-263; s. 4, ch. 91-429. 

 

491.003 Definitions.—As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Board” means the Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and Mental Health 

Counseling. 
(2) “Clinical social worker” means a person licensed under this chapter to practice clinical social work. 

(3) “Clinical social work experience” is defined as a period during which the applicant provides clinical 

social work services, including assessment, diagnosis, treatment, and evaluation of clients; provided that 

at least 50 percent of the hours worked consist of providing psychotherapy and counseling services 

directly to clients. 

(4) “Department” means the Department of Health. 

(5) “Marriage and family therapist” means a person licensed under this chapter to practice marriage and 

family therapy. 

(6) “Mental health counselor” means a person licensed under this chapter to practice mental health 

counseling. 

(7) The “practice of clinical social work” is defined as the use of scientific and applied knowledge, 

theories, and methods for the purpose of describing, preventing, evaluating, and treating individual, 

couple, marital, family, or group behavior, based on the person-in-situation perspective of psychosocial 

development, normal and abnormal behavior, psychopathology, unconscious motivation, interpersonal 

relationships, environmental stress, differential assessment, differential planning, and data gathering. The 

purpose of such services is the prevention and treatment of undesired behavior and enhancement of 

mental health. The practice of clinical social work includes methods of a psychological nature used to 

evaluate, assess, diagnose, treat, and prevent emotional and mental disorders and dysfunctions (whether 

cognitive, affective, or behavioral), sexual dysfunction, behavioral disorders, alcoholism, and substance 

abuse. The practice of clinical social work includes, but is not limited to, psychotherapy, hypnotherapy, 

and sex therapy. The practice of clinical social work also includes counseling, behavior modification, 

consultation, client-centered advocacy, crisis intervention, and the provision of needed information and 

education to clients, when using methods of a psychological nature to evaluate, assess, diagnose, treat, 

and prevent emotional and mental disorders and dysfunctions (whether cognitive, affective, or 

behavioral), sexual dysfunction, behavioral disorders, alcoholism, or substance abuse. The practice of 

clinical social work may also include clinical research into more effective psychotherapeutic modalities for 

the treatment and prevention of such conditions. 

(a) Clinical social work may be rendered to individuals, including individuals affected by the termination 

of marriage, and to marriages, couples, families, groups, organizations, and communities. 

(b) The use of specific methods, techniques, or modalities within the practice of clinical social work is 

restricted to clinical social workers appropriately trained in the use of such methods, techniques, or 

modalities. 

(c) The terms “diagnose” and “treat,” as used in this chapter, when considered in isolation or in 

conjunction with any provision of the rules of the board, shall not be construed to permit the performance 

of any act which clinical social workers are not educated and trained to perform, including, but not limited 

to, admitting persons to hospitals for treatment of the foregoing conditions, treating persons in hospitals 



without medical supervision, prescribing medicinal drugs as defined in chapter 465, authorizing clinical 

laboratory procedures pursuant to chapter 483, or radiological procedures, or use of electroconvulsive 

therapy. In addition, this definition shall not be construed to permit any person licensed, provisionally 

licensed, registered, or certified pursuant to this chapter to describe or label any test, report, or procedure 

as “psychological,” except to relate specifically to the definition of practice authorized in this subsection. 

(d) The definition of “clinical social work” contained in this subsection includes all services offered directly 

to the general public or through organizations, whether public or private, and applies whether payment is 

requested or received for services rendered. 

(8) The “practice of marriage and family therapy” is defined as the use of scientific and applied marriage 

and family theories, methods, and procedures for the purpose of describing, evaluating, and modifying 

marital, family, and individual behavior, within the context of marital and family systems, including the 

context of marital formation and dissolution, and is based on marriage and family systems theory, 

marriage and family development, human development, normal and abnormal behavior, psychopathology, 

human sexuality, psychotherapeutic and marriage and family therapy theories and techniques. The 

practice of marriage and family therapy includes methods of a psychological nature used to evaluate, 

assess, diagnose, treat, and prevent emotional and mental disorders or dysfunctions (whether cognitive, 

affective, or behavioral), sexual dysfunction, behavioral disorders, alcoholism, and substance abuse. The 

practice of marriage and family therapy includes, but is not limited to, marriage and family therapy, 

psychotherapy, including behavioral family therapy, hypnotherapy, and sex therapy. The practice of 

marriage and family therapy also includes counseling, behavior modification, consultation, client-centered 

advocacy, crisis intervention, and the provision of needed information and education to clients, when 

using methods of a psychological nature to evaluate, assess, diagnose, treat, and prevent emotional and 

mental disorders and dysfunctions (whether cognitive, affective, or behavioral), sexual dysfunction, 

behavioral disorders, alcoholism, or substance abuse. The practice of marriage and family therapy may 

also include clinical research into more effective psychotherapeutic modalities for the treatment and 

prevention of such conditions. 

(a) Marriage and family therapy may be rendered to individuals, including individuals affected by 

termination of marriage, to couples, whether married or unmarried, to families, or to groups. 

(b) The use of specific methods, techniques, or modalities within the practice of marriage and family 

therapy is restricted to marriage and family therapists appropriately trained in the use of such methods, 

techniques, or modalities. 

(c) The terms “diagnose” and “treat,” as used in this chapter, when considered in isolation or in 

conjunction with any provision of the rules of the board, shall not be construed to permit the performance 

of any act which marriage and family therapists are not educated and trained to perform, including, but 

not limited to, admitting persons to hospitals for treatment of the foregoing conditions, treating persons in 

hospitals without medical supervision, prescribing medicinal drugs as defined in chapter 465, authorizing 

clinical laboratory procedures pursuant to chapter 483, or radiological procedures, or use of 

electroconvulsive therapy. In addition, this definition shall not be construed to permit any person licensed, 

provisionally licensed, registered, or certified pursuant to this chapter to describe or label any test, report, 

or procedure as “psychological,” except to relate specifically to the definition of practice authorized in this 

subsection. 

(d) The definition of “marriage and family therapy” contained in this subsection includes all services 

offered directly to the general public or through organizations, whether public or private, and applies 

whether payment is requested or received for services rendered. 

(9) The “practice of mental health counseling” is defined as the use of scientific and applied behavioral 

science theories, methods, and techniques for the purpose of describing, preventing, and treating 

undesired behavior and enhancing mental health and human development and is based on the person-in-

situation perspectives derived from research and theory in personality, family, group, and organizational 

dynamics and development, career planning, cultural diversity, human growth and development, human 

sexuality, normal and abnormal behavior, psychopathology, psychotherapy, and rehabilitation. The 

practice of mental health counseling includes methods of a psychological nature used to evaluate, assess, 

diagnose, and treat emotional and mental dysfunctions or disorders (whether cognitive, affective, or 

behavioral), behavioral disorders, interpersonal relationships, sexual dysfunction, alcoholism, and 

substance abuse. The practice of mental health counseling includes, but is not limited to, psychotherapy, 

hypnotherapy, and sex therapy. The practice of mental health counseling also includes counseling, 

behavior modification, consultation, client-centered advocacy, crisis intervention, and the provision of 

needed information and education to clients, when using methods of a psychological nature to evaluate, 

assess, diagnose, treat, and prevent emotional and mental disorders and dysfunctions (whether cognitive, 

affective, or behavioral), behavioral disorders, sexual dysfunction, alcoholism, or substance abuse. The 



practice of mental health counseling may also include clinical research into more effective 

psychotherapeutic modalities for the treatment and prevention of such conditions. 

(a) Mental health counseling may be rendered to individuals, including individuals affected by the 

termination of marriage, and to couples, families, groups, organizations, and communities. 

(b) The use of specific methods, techniques, or modalities within the practice of mental health counseling 

is restricted to mental health counselors appropriately trained in the use of such methods, techniques, or 

modalities. 

(c) The terms “diagnose” and “treat,” as used in this chapter, when considered in isolation or in 

conjunction with any provision of the rules of the board, shall not be construed to permit the performance 

of any act which mental health counselors are not educated and trained to perform, including, but not 

limited to, admitting persons to hospitals for treatment of the foregoing conditions, treating persons in 

hospitals without medical supervision, prescribing medicinal drugs as defined in chapter 465, authorizing 

clinical laboratory procedures pursuant to chapter 483, or radiological procedures, or use of 

electroconvulsive therapy. In addition, this definition shall not be construed to permit any person licensed, 

provisionally licensed, registered, or certified pursuant to this chapter to describe or label any test, report, 

or procedure as “psychological,” except to relate specifically to the definition of practice authorized in this 

subsection. 

(d) The definition of “mental health counseling” contained in this subsection includes all services offered 

directly to the general public or through organizations, whether public or private, and applies whether 

payment is requested or received for services rendered. 

(10) “Provisional clinical social worker licensee” means a person provisionally licensed under this chapter 

to provide clinical social work services under supervision. 

(11) “Provisional marriage and family therapist licensee” means a person provisionally licensed under 

this chapter to provide marriage and family therapy services under supervision. 

(12) “Provisional mental health counselor licensee” means a person provisionally licensed under this 

chapter to provide mental health counseling services under supervision. 

(13) “Psychotherapist” means a clinical social worker, marriage and family therapist, or mental health 

counselor licensed pursuant to this chapter. 

(14) “Registered clinical social worker intern” means a person registered under this chapter who is 

completing the postgraduate clinical social work experience requirement specified in s. 491.005(1)(c). 

(15) “Registered marriage and family therapist intern” means a person registered under this chapter who 

is completing the post-master’s clinical experience requirement specified in s. 491.005(3)(c). 

(16) “Registered mental health counselor intern” means a person registered under this chapter who is 

completing the post-master’s clinical experience requirement specified in s. 491.005(4)(c). 

(17) “Social worker” means a person who has a bachelor’s, master’s, or doctoral degree in social work. 

History.—ss. 15, 19, ch. 87-252; s. 10, ch. 89-70; ss. 5, 19, 20, ch. 90-263; s. 4, ch. 91-429; s. 192, ch. 

94-218; s. 9, ch. 97-198; s. 201, ch. 97-264; s. 2, ch. 2008-154. 

 

491.004 Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family Therapy, and Mental Health 

Counseling.— 
(1) There is created within the department the Board of Clinical Social Work, Marriage and Family 

Therapy, and Mental Health Counseling composed of nine members appointed by the Governor and 

confirmed by the Senate. 
(2)(a) Six members of the board shall be persons licensed under this chapter as follows: 

1. Two members shall be licensed practicing clinical social workers. 

2. Two members shall be licensed practicing marriage and family therapists. 

3. Two members shall be licensed practicing mental health counselors. 

(b) Three members shall be citizens of the state who are not and have never been licensed in a mental 

health-related profession and who are in no way connected with the practice of any such profession. 

(3) No later than January 1, 1988, the Governor shall appoint nine members of the board as follows: 

(a) Three members for terms of 2 years each. 

(b) Three members for terms of 3 years each. 

(c) Three members for terms of 4 years each. 

(4) As the terms of the initial members expire, the Governor shall appoint successors for terms of 4 

years; and those members shall serve until their successors are appointed. 

(5) The board shall adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to implement and enforce the 

provisions of this chapter. 

(6) All applicable provisions of chapter 456 relating to activities of regulatory boards shall apply to the 

board. 



(7) The board shall maintain its official headquarters in the City of Tallahassee. 

History.—ss. 15, 19, ch. 87-252; ss. 19, 20, ch. 90-263; s. 4, ch. 91-429; s. 193, ch. 94-218; s. 152, ch. 

98-166; s. 163, ch. 98-200; s. 212, ch. 2000-160. 

 

491.0045 Intern registration; requirements.— 
(1) An individual who has not satisfied the postgraduate or post-master’s level experience requirements, 

as specified in s. 491.005(1)(c), (3)(c), or (4)(c), must register as an intern in the profession for which he 

or she is seeking licensure before commencing the post-master’s experience requirement or an individual 

who intends to satisfy part of the required graduate-level practicum, internship, or field experience, 

outside the academic arena for any profession, and must register as an intern in the profession for which 

he or she is seeking licensure before commencing the practicum, internship, or field experience. 
(2) The department shall register as a clinical social worker intern, marriage and family therapist intern, 

or mental health counselor intern each applicant who the board certifies has: 

(a) Completed the application form and remitted a nonrefundable application fee not to exceed $200, as 

set by board rule; 

(b)1. Completed the education requirements as specified in s. 491.005(1)(c), (3)(c), or (4)(c) for the 

profession for which he or she is applying for licensure, if needed; and 

2. Submitted an acceptable supervision plan, as determined by the board, for meeting the practicum, 

internship, or field work required for licensure that was not satisfied in his or her graduate program. 

(c) Identified a qualified supervisor. 

(3) An individual registered under this section must remain under supervision while practicing under 

registered intern status. 

(4) An individual who fails to comply with this section may not be granted a license under this chapter, 

and any time spent by the individual completing the experience requirement as specified in s.  

 

491.005(1)(c), (3)(c), or (4)(c) before registering as an intern does not count toward completion of the 

requirement. 

(5) An intern registration is valid for 5 years. 
1(6) A registration issued on or before March 31, 2017, expires March 31, 2022, and may not be renewed 

or reissued. Any registration issued after March 31, 2017, expires 60 months after the date it is issued. A 

subsequent intern registration may not be issued unless the candidate has passed the theory and practice 

examination described in s. 491.005(1)(d), (3)(d), and (4)(d). 

(7) An individual who has held a provisional license issued by the board may not apply for an intern 

registration in the same profession. 

History.—s. 10, ch. 97-198; s. 202, ch. 97-264; s. 165, ch. 99-397; s. 1, ch. 2016-80; s. 48, ch. 2016-

241. 
1Note.—As created by s. 48, ch. 2016-241. For a description of multiple acts in the same session affecting 

a statutory provision, see preface to the Florida Statutes, “Statutory Construction.” Subsection (6) was 

also created by s. 1, ch. 2016-80, and that version reads: 

(6) An intern registration issued on or before April 1, 2017, expires March 31, 2022, and may not be 

renewed or reissued. A registration issued after April 1, 2017, expires 60 months after the date of 

issuance. No subsequent intern registration may be issued unless the candidate has passed the theory and 

practice examination described in s. 491.005(1)(d), (3)(d), and (4)(d). 

491.0046 Provisional license; requirements.— 
(1) An individual applying for licensure by examination who has satisfied the clinical experience 

requirements of s. 491.005 or an individual applying for licensure by endorsement pursuant to s. 491.006 

intending to provide clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, or mental health counseling services 

in Florida while satisfying coursework or examination requirements for licensure must be provisionally 

licensed in the profession for which he or she is seeking licensure prior to beginning practice. 
(2) The department shall issue a provisional clinical social worker license, provisional marriage and family 

therapist license, or provisional mental health counselor license to each applicant who the board certifies 

has: 

(a) Completed the application form and remitted a nonrefundable application fee not to exceed $100, as 

set by board rule; and 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0400-0499/0491/0491.html#1


(b) Earned a graduate degree in social work, a graduate degree with a major emphasis in marriage and 

family therapy or a closely related field, or a graduate degree in a major related to the practice of mental 

health counseling; and 

(c) Has met the following minimum coursework requirements: 

1. For clinical social work, a minimum of 15 semester hours or 22 quarter hours of the coursework 

required by s. 491.005(1)(b)2.b. 

2. For marriage and family therapy, 10 of the courses required by s. 491.005(3)(b)1.a.-c., as determined 

by the board, and at least 6 semester hours or 9 quarter hours of the course credits must have been 

completed in the area of marriage and family systems, theories, or techniques. 

3. For mental health counseling, a minimum of seven of the courses required under s.  

491.005(4)(b)1.a.-c. 

(3) A provisional licensee must work under the supervision of a licensed mental health professional, as 

defined by the board, until the provisional licensee is in receipt of a license or a letter from the department 

stating that he or she is licensed as a clinical social worker, marriage and family therapist, or mental 

health counselor. 

(4) A provisional license expires 24 months after the date it is issued and may not be renewed or 

reissued. 

History.—s. 11, ch. 97-198; s. 203, ch. 97-264; s. 166, ch. 99-397; s. 31, ch. 2017-3. 

 

491.005 Licensure by examination.— 
(1) CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK.—Upon verification of documentation and payment of a fee not to exceed 

$200, as set by board rule, plus the actual per applicant cost to the department for purchase of the 

examination from the American Association of State Social Worker’s Boards or a similar national 

organization, the department shall issue a license as a clinical social worker to an applicant who the board 

certifies: 
(a) Has submitted an application and paid the appropriate fee. 

(b)1. Has received a doctoral degree in social work from a graduate school of social work which at the 

time the applicant graduated was accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the United States 

Department of Education or has received a master’s degree in social work from a graduate school of social 

work which at the time the applicant graduated: 

a. Was accredited by the Council on Social Work Education; 

b. Was accredited by the Canadian Association of Schools of Social Work; or 

c. Has been determined to have been a program equivalent to programs approved by the Council on 

Social Work Education by the Foreign Equivalency Determination Service of the Council on Social Work 

Education. An applicant who graduated from a program at a university or college outside of the United 

States or Canada must present documentation of the equivalency determination from the council in order 

to qualify. 

2. The applicant’s graduate program must have emphasized direct clinical patient or client health care 

services, including, but not limited to, coursework in clinical social work, psychiatric social work, medical 

social work, social casework, psychotherapy, or group therapy. The applicant’s graduate program must 

have included all of the following coursework: 

a. A supervised field placement which was part of the applicant’s advanced concentration in direct 

practice, during which the applicant provided clinical services directly to clients. 

b. Completion of 24 semester hours or 32 quarter hours in theory of human behavior and practice 

methods as courses in clinically oriented services, including a minimum of one course in psychopathology, 

and no more than one course in research, taken in a school of social work accredited or approved 

pursuant to subparagraph 1. 

3. If the course title which appears on the applicant’s transcript does not clearly identify the content of 

the coursework, the applicant shall be required to provide additional documentation, including, but not 

limited to, a syllabus or catalog description published for the course. 

(c) Has had at least 2 years of clinical social work experience, which took place subsequent to completion 

of a graduate degree in social work at an institution meeting the accreditation requirements of this 

section, under the supervision of a licensed clinical social worker or the equivalent who is a qualified 

supervisor as determined by the board. An individual who intends to practice in Florida to satisfy clinical 

experience requirements must register pursuant to s. 491.0045 before commencing practice. If the 

applicant’s graduate program was not a program which emphasized direct clinical patient or client health 

care services as described in subparagraph (b)2., the supervised experience requirement must take place 

after the applicant has completed a minimum of 15 semester hours or 22 quarter hours of the coursework 

required. A doctoral internship may be applied toward the clinical social work experience requirement. A 



licensed mental health professional must be on the premises when clinical services are provided by a 

registered intern in a private practice setting. 

(d) Has passed a theory and practice examination provided by the department for this purpose. 

(e) Has demonstrated, in a manner designated by rule of the board, knowledge of the laws and rules 

governing the practice of clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental health counseling. 

(2) CLINICAL SOCIAL WORK.— 

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (1)(b), coursework which was taken at a baccalaureate 

level shall not be considered toward completion of education requirements for licensure unless an official 

of the graduate program certifies in writing on the graduate school’s stationery that a specific course, 

which students enrolled in the same graduate program were ordinarily required to complete at the 

graduate level, was waived or exempted based on completion of a similar course at the baccalaureate 

level. If this condition is met, the board shall apply the baccalaureate course named toward the education 

requirements. 

(b) An applicant from a master’s or doctoral program in social work which did not emphasize direct 

patient or client services may complete the clinical curriculum content requirement by returning to a 

graduate program accredited by the Council on Social Work Education or the Canadian Association of 

Schools of Social Work, or to a clinical social work graduate program with comparable standards, in order 

to complete the education requirements for examination. However, a maximum of 6 semester or 9 quarter 

hours of the clinical curriculum content requirement may be completed by credit awarded for independent 

study coursework as defined by board rule. 

(3) MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY.—Upon verification of documentation and payment of a fee not to 

exceed $200, as set by board rule, plus the actual cost to the department for the purchase of the 

examination from the Association of Marital and Family Therapy Regulatory Board, or similar national 

organization, the department shall issue a license as a marriage and family therapist to an applicant who 

the board certifies: 

(a) Has submitted an application and paid the appropriate fee. 

(b)1. Has a minimum of a master’s degree with major emphasis in marriage and family therapy, or a 

closely related field, and has completed all of the following requirements: 

a. Thirty-six semester hours or 48 quarter hours of graduate coursework, which must include a minimum 

of 3 semester hours or 4 quarter hours of graduate-level course credits in each of the following nine 

areas: dynamics of marriage and family systems; marriage therapy and counseling theory and 

techniques; family therapy and counseling theory and techniques; individual human development theories 

throughout the life cycle; personality theory or general counseling theory and techniques; 

psychopathology; human sexuality theory and counseling techniques; psychosocial theory; and substance 

abuse theory and counseling techniques. Courses in research, evaluation, appraisal, assessment, or 

testing theories and procedures; thesis or dissertation work; or practicums, internships, or fieldwork may 

not be applied toward this requirement. 

b. A minimum of one graduate-level course of 3 semester hours or 4 quarter hours in legal, ethical, and 

professional standards issues in the practice of marriage and family therapy or a course determined by the 

board to be equivalent. 

c. A minimum of one graduate-level course of 3 semester hours or 4 quarter hours in diagnosis, 

appraisal, assessment, and testing for individual or interpersonal disorder or dysfunction; and a minimum 

of one 3-semester-hour or 4-quarter-hour graduate-level course in behavioral research which focuses on 

the interpretation and application of research data as it applies to clinical practice. Credit for thesis or 

dissertation work, practicums, internships, or fieldwork may not be applied toward this requirement. 

d. A minimum of one supervised clinical practicum, internship, or field experience in a marriage and 

family counseling setting, during which the student provided 180 direct client contact hours of marriage 

and family therapy services under the supervision of an individual who met the requirements for 

supervision under paragraph (c). This requirement may be met by a supervised practice experience which 

took place outside the academic arena, but which is certified as equivalent to a graduate-level practicum 

or internship program which required a minimum of 180 direct client contact hours of marriage and family 

therapy services currently offered within an academic program of a college or university accredited by an 

accrediting agency approved by the United States Department of Education, or an institution which is 

publicly recognized as a member in good standing with the Association of Universities and Colleges of 

Canada or a training institution accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family 

Therapy Education recognized by the United States Department of Education. Certification shall be 

required from an official of such college, university, or training institution. 



2. If the course title which appears on the applicant’s transcript does not clearly identify the content of 

the coursework, the applicant shall be required to provide additional documentation, including, but not 

limited to, a syllabus or catalog description published for the course. 

The required master’s degree must have been received in an institution of higher education which at the 

time the applicant graduated was: fully accredited by a regional accrediting body recognized by the 

Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation; publicly recognized as a member in good 

standing with the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada; or an institution of higher education 

located outside the United States and Canada, which at the time the applicant was enrolled and at the 

time the applicant graduated maintained a standard of training substantially equivalent to the standards of 

training of those institutions in the United States which are accredited by a regional accrediting body 

recognized by the Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation. Such foreign education and 

training must have been received in an institution or program of higher education officially recognized by 

the government of the country in which it is located as an institution or program to train students to 

practice as professional marriage and family therapists or psychotherapists. The burden of establishing 

that the requirements of this provision have been met shall be upon the applicant, and the board shall 

require documentation, such as, but not limited to, an evaluation by a foreign equivalency determination 

service, as evidence that the applicant’s graduate degree program and education were equivalent to an 

accredited program in this country. An applicant with a master’s degree from a program which did not 

emphasize marriage and family therapy may complete the coursework requirement in a training institution 

fully accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education recognized 

by the United States Department of Education. 

(c) Has had at least 2 years of clinical experience during which 50 percent of the applicant’s clients were 

receiving marriage and family therapy services, which must be at the post-master’s level under the 

supervision of a licensed marriage and family therapist with at least 5 years of experience, or the 

equivalent, who is a qualified supervisor as determined by the board. An individual who intends to practice 

in Florida to satisfy the clinical experience requirements must register pursuant to s. 491.0045 before 

commencing practice. If a graduate has a master’s degree with a major emphasis in marriage and family 

therapy or a closely related field that did not include all the coursework required under sub-subparagraphs 

(b)1.a.-c., credit for the post-master’s level clinical experience shall not commence until the applicant has 

completed a minimum of 10 of the courses required under sub-subparagraphs (b)1.a.-c., as determined 

by the board, and at least 6 semester hours or 9 quarter hours of the course credits must have been 

completed in the area of marriage and family systems, theories, or techniques. Within the 3 years of 

required experience, the applicant shall provide direct individual, group, or family therapy and counseling, 

to include the following categories of cases: unmarried dyads, married couples, separating and divorcing 

couples, and family groups including children. A doctoral internship may be applied toward the clinical 

experience requirement. A licensed mental health professional must be on the premises when clinical 

services are provided by a registered intern in a private practice setting. 

(d) Has passed a theory and practice examination provided by the department for this purpose. 

(e) Has demonstrated, in a manner designated by rule of the board, knowledge of the laws and rules 

governing the practice of clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental health counseling. 

(f) For the purposes of dual licensure, the department shall license as a marriage and family therapist 

any person who meets the requirements of s. 491.0057. Fees for dual licensure shall not exceed those 

stated in this subsection. 

(4) MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING.—Upon verification of documentation and payment of a fee not to 

exceed $200, as set by board rule, plus the actual per applicant cost to the department for purchase of 

the examination from the Professional Examination Service for the National Academy of Certified Clinical 

Mental Health Counselors or a similar national organization, the department shall issue a license as a 

mental health counselor to an applicant who the board certifies: 

(a) Has submitted an application and paid the appropriate fee. 

(b)1. Has a minimum of an earned master’s degree from a mental health counseling program accredited 

by the Council for the Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs that consists of at 

least 60 semester hours or 80 quarter hours of clinical and didactic instruction, including a course in 

human sexuality and a course in substance abuse. If the master’s degree is earned from a program 

related to the practice of mental health counseling that is not accredited by the Council for the 

Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs, then the coursework and practicum, 



internship, or fieldwork must consist of at least 60 semester hours or 80 quarter hours and meet the 

following requirements: 

a. Thirty-three semester hours or 44 quarter hours of graduate coursework, which must include a 

minimum of 3 semester hours or 4 quarter hours of graduate-level coursework in each of the following 11 

content areas: counseling theories and practice; human growth and development; diagnosis and 

treatment of psychopathology; human sexuality; group theories and practice; individual evaluation and 

assessment; career and lifestyle assessment; research and program evaluation; social and cultural 

foundations; counseling in community settings; and substance abuse. Courses in research, thesis or 

dissertation work, practicums, internships, or fieldwork may not be applied toward this requirement. 

b. A minimum of 3 semester hours or 4 quarter hours of graduate-level coursework in legal, ethical, and 

professional standards issues in the practice of mental health counseling, which includes goals, objectives, 

and practices of professional counseling organizations, codes of ethics, legal considerations, standards of 

preparation, certifications and licensing, and the role identity and professional obligations of mental health 

counselors. Courses in research, thesis or dissertation work, practicums, internships, or fieldwork may not 

be applied toward this requirement. 

c. The equivalent, as determined by the board, of at least 1,000 hours of university-sponsored 

supervised clinical practicum, internship, or field experience as required in the accrediting standards of the 

Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs for mental health counseling 

programs. This experience may not be used to satisfy the post-master’s clinical experience requirement. 

2. If the course title which appears on the applicant’s transcript does not clearly identify the content of 

the coursework, the applicant shall be required to provide additional documentation, including, but not 

limited to, a syllabus or catalog description published for the course. 

Education and training in mental health counseling must have been received in an institution of higher 

education which at the time the applicant graduated was: fully accredited by a regional accrediting body 

recognized by the Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation; publicly recognized as a 

member in good standing with the Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada; or an institution of 

higher education located outside the United States and Canada, which at the time the applicant was 

enrolled and at the time the applicant graduated maintained a standard of training substantially equivalent 

to the standards of training of those institutions in the United States which are accredited by a regional 

accrediting body recognized by the Commission on Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation. Such 

foreign education and training must have been received in an institution or program of higher education 

officially recognized by the government of the country in which it is located as an institution or program to 

train students to practice as mental health counselors. The burden of establishing that the requirements of 

this provision have been met shall be upon the applicant, and the board shall require documentation, such 

as, but not limited to, an evaluation by a foreign equivalency determination service, as evidence that the 

applicant’s graduate degree program and education were equivalent to an accredited program in this 

country. 

(c) Has had at least 2 years of clinical experience in mental health counseling, which must be at the 

post-master’s level under the supervision of a licensed mental health counselor or the equivalent who is a 

qualified supervisor as determined by the board. An individual who intends to practice in Florida to satisfy 

the clinical experience requirements must register pursuant to s. 491.0045 before commencing practice. If 

a graduate has a master’s degree with a major related to the practice of mental health counseling that did 

not include all the coursework required under sub-subparagraphs (b)1.a.-b., credit for the post-master’s 

level clinical experience shall not commence until the applicant has completed a minimum of seven of the 

courses required under sub-subparagraphs (b)1.a.-b., as determined by the board, one of which must be 

a course in psychopathology or abnormal psychology. A doctoral internship may be applied toward the 

clinical experience requirement. A licensed mental health professional must be on the premises when 

clinical services are provided by a registered intern in a private practice setting. 

(d) Has passed a theory and practice examination provided by the department for this purpose. 

(e) Has demonstrated, in a manner designated by rule of the board, knowledge of the laws and rules 

governing the practice of clinical social work, marriage and family therapy, and mental health counseling. 

(5) RULES.—The board may adopt rules necessary to implement any education or experience 

requirement of this section for licensure as a clinical social worker, marriage and family therapist, or 

mental health counselor. 



History.—ss. 15, 19, ch. 87-252; s. 37, ch. 88-205; s. 29, ch. 88-392; ss. 6, 19, 20, ch. 90-263; s. 4, ch. 

91-429; s. 11, ch. 93-260; s. 31, ch. 94-310; s. 10, ch. 95-279; ss. 12, 13, ch. 97-198; ss. 204, 205, ch. 

97-264; ss. 167, 168, ch. 99-397; s. 2, ch. 2016-80. 

 

491.0057 Dual licensure as a marriage and family therapist.—The department shall license as a 

marriage and family therapist any person who demonstrates to the board that he or she: 
(1) Holds a valid, active license as a psychologist under chapter 490 or as a clinical social worker or 

mental health counselor under this chapter, or is certified under s. 464.012 as an advanced registered 

nurse practitioner who has been determined by the Board of Nursing as a specialist in psychiatric mental 

health. 
(2) Has held a valid, active license for at least 3 years. 

(3) Has passed the examination provided by the department for marriage and family therapy. 

History.—s. 14, ch. 97-198; s. 206, ch. 97-264. 

 


